Posterior ischemic optic neuropathy during general surgery.
We examined two patients who awoke with profound bilateral visual loss after operations under general anesthesia. Their fundi, initially normal, later showed bilateral optic atrophy. Neither patient showed other neurologic deficits, although one demonstrated radiologic evidence of a small cerebral infarction in the deep white matter. These patients probably suffered intraoperative infarction of the retrobulbar segments of both optic nerves, producing posterior ischemic optic neuropathy. Profound systemic hypotension may have been a contributing factor in one patient, the use of the pump-oxygenator in the other, and anemia in both.